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What: is claimed is; 

1. An image processing apparatus having an image selecting 
function, comprising: 

an evaluation device that takes in a plurality of sets 
of image data of a subject obtained through image -capturing 
and performs acceptability evaluation on eaqa of said 
plurality of sets of image data; and 

an acceptability selection device jftiat selects image 
data ranked high in the acceptability evaluation among the 
plurality of sets of image data /haviiig' undergpae the 
acceptability evaluation performed at j^affi^d evaluation device. 
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2. An image processing apparabujL^ara cording to claim 1, 

wherein said plurality of sets of/ image data are obtained 
through continuous image -capturing at predetermined time 
intervals . 
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3. An image processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said acceptability selection device records the 
selected image data into a/ recording medium. 
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4. An image processityg apparatus having an image selecting 
function, comprising: 

an evaluation device that takes in a plurality of sets 
of image data obtained through continuous image -capturing and 
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performs acceptability evaluation on each of the plurality of 
sets of image data within an evaluation area set tg/'occupy a 
portion of an image plane; and 

an acceptability selection device tha>€ selects image 
data ranked high in the acceptability evaluation among the 
plurality of sets of image data having undergone the 
acceptability evaluation performed ats said evaluation device 
and records the image data into a /recording medium. 

10 5. An image processing apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein: 

said evaluation devXce/se'tls evaluation weighting toward 
a periphery of the evaluatjea^area lower than an evaluation 
weighting at a central portion of the evaluation area. 

15 

6. An image processing apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein: 

a plurality of /evaluation areas are 3et at a plurality 
of locations withix/ the image plane; and 
20 said evaluation device performs integrated evaluation 

of acceptability/ of image data based upon individual 
evaluations performed in the evaluation areas. 
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7. An igfage processing apparatus according to claim 4, 
further/comprising : 
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an area setting device that selects an evaluation/area 
or selects and changes weighting of evaluation areas 
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8. An image processing apparatus accordin/ to claim 7, 

wherein: 

said area setting device selects an /evaluation area by 
excluding light areas and dark areas in tftie image plane or by 
setting evaluation weighting for lighjf areas and dark areas 
at a relatively low level. 



9. An image processing a; 
wherein : 

said area setting device 
selecting an area that is in\a f< 
plane or by setting evaluati 
in a focus -verified state 



is according to claim 7, 



eXects^an evaluation area by 
6 -verified state in the image 
weighting for the area that is 
a relatively high level. 



10. An image processing/ apparatus according to claim 7, 
further comprising: 
20 an image -capturing device that continuously captures 

images of a subject, Wherein: 

said area setting device is also utilized to select a 
photometric area for said image- capturing device, and in 
correspondence to/either the photometric area or the 
25 evaluation area/that is determined first, the other area is 
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determined. 
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11. An image processing apparatus according to 
further comprising: 

an image- capturing device that continuously captures 
images of a subject, wherein: 

said area setting device is also utilized to select a 
focal point detection area for said im^ge - capturing device, 
and in correspondence to either the focal point detection area 
or the evaluation area that is determined first, the other area 
is determined. 



12. An image processing/ apparatus according to claim 10, 
further comprising; 
15 a lock device that f\ixe£j^cposure adjustment in response 

to an external operation, fnerein: 

said area setting device clears or re -sets the evaluation 
area when said lock device has fixed the exposure adjustment. 



2 0 13, An image processing apparatus according to claim 11, 
further comprising : 

a lock device that fixes focal adjustment in response 
to an external operation, wherein: 

said area setting device clears or re- sets the evaluation 
25 area when said lo£k device has fixed the focal adjustment. 
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14- An image processing apparatus having an image selectij 
function, comprising: 

an image -capturing device that continuously Raptures 
images of a subject; 

an evaluation device that takes in a plurality of sets 
of image data obtained at said image - capturing device through 
continuous image - capturing and performs ^fcceptabili ty 
evaluation on each of the plurality of y&ets of image data; 

an acceptability selection device that selects image 
data ranked high in the acceptability evaluation among the 
plurality of sets of image data having undergone the 
acceptability evaluation perf>6rmeV at said evaluation device 
and records the image data /LntoVA recording medium; and 

a frame number changi4g deylceTthat changes a number of 
frames over which continuousNLfeffge- capturing is performed at 
said image - capturing device. 



15. An image processing/apparatus according to claim 14, 
20 wherein: 

said frame number/ changing device stops a continuous 
image -capturing opera yi on performed by said image' capturing 
device when an evaluation made by said evaluation device 
indicates one of a value greater than a specific upper limit 
25 value, a value le/s than a specific lower limit value and a 
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relative maximum value, 
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16. An image processing apparatus according to/claim 14, 
further comprising : 

a framing detection device that detect/a framing change 
at said image- capturing device, wherein; 

said frame number changing device stops a continuous 
image -capturing operation by said imag/e - capturing device when 
the framing change is detected by ysaid framing detection 
device . 
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17- An image processing/apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein : 

said frame number ph^ngfing device allows a continuous 
image- capturing operatioriV-fe6 be resumed at said image - 
capturing device when none of evaluations made by said 
evaluation device reachf a specific threshold value. 



18 . An image proces/sing apparatus having an evaluation 
20 display function, comprising: 

an evaluation device that takes in a plurality of sets 
of image data obtained through continuous image - capturing and 
performs acceptability evaluation on each of the plurality of 
sets of image 

25 a display device that displays image data together with 
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evaluations of the image data made by said evaluation device 

a selection operation device that accepts an external 
image selection operation that is performed to select/one set 
of image data among the image data brought up on s^zfid display 
device; and 

a selection recording device that records the image data 
selected via said selection operation device into a recording 
medium. 



10 19. An image processing apparatus/ having an evaluation 
display function, comprising: 

an evaluation device ynat Aalces in a plurality of sets 
of image data obtained through qopfcinuo^is image -capturing and 
performs acceptability evaljua^i^ on each of the plurality of 
15 sets of image data; 

a display device tha£ displays a plurality of sets of 
image data in a order of /evaluation rankings in the 
acceptability evaluation made by said evaluation device; 

a selection operation device that accepts an external 
20 image selection operation that is performed to select one set 
of image data among tihe image data brought up on said display 
device; and 

a selection/recording device that records the image data 
selected via sa^d selection operation device into a recording 
25 medium. 
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20. An image processing apparatus having an evali 
display function , comprising: 

an evaluation device that performs ^acceptability 
evaluation on image data obtained fefiro^rgli. image- capturing; and 
a display device that di^play^/an ijnage based upon the 
image data together with the eva^Tuat^on made by said evaluation 
device - 

21. An image processing apparatus according to claim 20, 
wherein : 

said display device displays a highest evaluation made 
by said evaluation device together with a most recent 
evaluation grade by said evaluation device. 
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re c ting 
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22. j ^<Sn image processing apparatus having an 
function , comprising : 

a compression device thaj>-eligages in compression 
processing on image date 

an evaluatio^device that controls said compression 
device to compresses a plurality of sets of image data obtained 
through continuous image- capturing by using a compression 
parame>ter for acceptability evaluation and performs] 

~evaluat£oTr--ejaeach set of image data ba'sed upon 
ilting post-compression cocte^vplume ; and^ 
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.aiL acceptability sol t»i rm hh?if gelecta i m ^ a 

data ranked high in the acceptability evaitrtftion among the 
plurality of sets of image data having undergone the 
acceptability evaluation at aa^id acceptability evaluation 
device and records the seifected image data into a recording 
medium in a state in which the selected image data are 
compressed via saif compression device to achieve a target 
post -compression/ code volume for image recording. 
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23, An ima'ge processing apparatus according to claim 22. 
wherein : 

sa/.d acceptability selection device makes a decision as 
to whether or not a post- compression code volume of the image 
data 1/hat have been selected, achieved in the acceptability 
evaluation is within an allowable range for a target post- 
comp/ression code volume for image recording, and records 
compressed data resulting from the acceptability evaluation 
if /the post- compression code volume is within the allowable 
rafnge, but re -compresses the image data that have been selected 
tb achieve the target post-compression volume for image 
ecording and records the re- compressed image data if the 
ost- compression code volume is not within the allowable 
range . 
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An image processing apparatus 



wording to claim 22* 
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- whoroin -: * ~" 

said compression 
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;e determinea a compression 
parameter to be>ar^ed for re -compression to achieve the target 
post-compression volume for image recording based upon results 
of the/compression processin^er formed during the 
rirr^prjihi l.i.ty mrnl iin1«-twn . 



25. An image processing apparatus comprisii 

an image- capturing device that captures an image of a 
10 subject; 

a recording device that records image data obtained 
through image -capturing performed by said image -capturing 
device; 

a photographic eval^t^bn device that evaluates 
15 acceptability of a photographing state in which the image data 
have been obtained thr^ugh/lra^- capturing performed by said 
image - capturing device 

a mode setting device that, in response to an external 
operation, sets or cleaArs (1) an acceptability selection mode 
20 in which image data wyith a high evaluation from said 

photographic evaluation device among image data obtained 
through continuous /image- capturing performed by said 
image -capturing device are selectively recorded and (2) a 
continuous shooting mode in which image data corresponding to 
25 a plurality of*' frames obtained through continuous image - 
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capturing performed by said image- capturing device arey^ll 
recorded, to determine a photographing sequence thaj 
corresponds to a current mode setting; and 

a photographic control device that implements control 
on said image- capturing device and said recording device in 
conformance to the photographing sequence (determined by said 
mode setting device and executes photographing, wherein: 

said mode setting device implements control of setting 
to ensure that even if an instructicm is issued through an 
external operation for a setting whereby the acceptability 
selection mode and the continuous/ shooting mode overlap each 
other the acceptability s/lec^on mode and the continuous 
shooting mode do not overlap 



15 26. An image processing^fpparatus according to claim 25 , 
wherein: 

said mode setting device implements control to ensure 
that if an external operation is performed to set either the 
continuous shooting mode or the acceptability selection mode 
while the other mode As set, the external operation is not 
accepted. 
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27. An image processing apparatus according to claim 25, 
wherein : 

25 said modc£ setting device implements control to ensure 
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that if the continuous shooting mode and the acceptabil: 
selection mode are set overlapping each other, either mode/that 
has been set earlier is automatically cleared. 
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28. An image processing apparatus according jio claim 27, 
wherein : 

said mode setting device reverts to the 7 mode set earlier 
and automatically cleared, if an externaX operation clears 
over lapping of mode settings. 



29 . 
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comprising; 
captures an image of a 
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An image processing 
an image- capturing device 
subject; 

a recording device that^ refctords image data obtained 
through image -capturing performed by said image- capturing 
device ; 

a photographic evaluation device that evaluates 
acceptability of a photographing state in which the image data 
have been obtained through Amage- capturing performed by said 
image - capturing device ; 

a mode setting devylce that, in response to an external 
operation, sets or cleairs (1) an acceptability selection mode 
in which image data yith a high evaluation from said 
photographic evaluation device among image data obtained 
through continuous^ image -capturing performed by said 
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image- capturing device are selectively recorded and (2)/a 
continuous shooting mode in which image data corresponding to 
a plurality of frames obtained through continuous' image- 
capturing performed by said image- capturing device are all 
5 recorded, to determine a photographing sequence that 
corresponds to a current mode setting; and 

a photographic control device that/ implements control 
on said image -capturing device and said recording device in 
conformance to the photographing sequence determined by said 

10 mode setting device and executes photographing, wherein: 
said photographic control device executes a 
photographing sequence BeL^ctW in correspondence to a mode 
given higher priority in/ conformance to a predetermined 
priority order even if tpe ac&mlLabxlity selection mode and 

15 the continuous shooting mod^e ^yre set overlapping each other 
through an external opera t 

30. An image processing apparatus comprising: 

an image* capturing device that captures an image of a 
20 subject; 

a recording device that records image data obtained 
through image* cap taring performed by said image - capturing 
device ; 

a photographic evaluation device that evaluates 
25 acceptability/of a photographing state in which the image data 
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have been obtained through image - capturing performed by sa: 
image -capturing device ; 

a mode setting device that, in response to an external 
operation, sets or clears (1) an acceptability selection mode 
in which image data with a high evaluation fro/ said 
photographic evaluation device among image 46ta obtained 
through continuous image - capturing performed by said 
image -capturing device are selectively recorded and (2) a 
light emission mode in which light^e'm'I^ssion is performed 
automatically or unconditionally by 9fontrolling an external 
or internal flash unit- at image - cantu ring by said image- 
capturing device, to determine ^photographing sequence that 



corresponds to a current mo 
a photographic control 
on said image -capturing devi 



Lng; and 

it implements control 
said recording device in 
conformance to the photographing sequence determined by said 
mode setting device and executes photographing, wherein: 

said mode setting device implements control of setting 
to ensure that even if an instruction is issued through an 
external operation for k setting whereby the acceptability 
selection mode and the Aight emission mode overlap each other 
the acceptability selection mode and the continuous shooting 
mode do not overlap/ in setting. 
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31. An image processing apparatus according to claim 30, 
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wherein; 

said mode setting device implements control to ensi 
that if an external operation is performed to set eitl>«" the 
light emission mode or the acceptability selection ptbde while 
the other mode is set, the external operation is rj6t accepted. 

32. An image processing apparatus according to claim 30, 
wherein ; 

said mode setting device implements control to ensure 
ID that if the light emission mode and the ^acceptability selection 
mode are set overlapping each other, /either mode that has been 
set earlier is automatically /C^eaored . 

33. An image processing a^ppa^r^fetfs according to claim 32, 
15 wherein: 

said mode setting device reverts to the mode set earlier 
and automatically cleared/ if an external operation clears 
overlapping of mode settings. 



20 34. An image processing apparatus comprising: 

an image- cap tu/ing device that captures an image of a 
subject ; 

a recording/device that records image data obtained 
through image-capturing performed by said image -capturing 
25 device ; 
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a photographic evaluation device that evaluates/ 
acceptability of a photographing state in which the i^age data 
have been obtained through image -capturing perfooied by said 
image -capturing device; / 
5 a mode setting device that, in response to an external 

operation, sets or clears (1) an acceptability selection mode 
in which image data with a high evaluation from said 
photographic evaluation device among image data obtained 
through continuous image- capturincf performed by said 

10 image -capturing device are selectively recorded and (2) a 
light emission mode in which l/ght emission is performed 
automatically or unconditionally by controlling an external 
or internal flash unit at image -capturing by said image - 
capturing device, to detierm/Aeva^hotographing sequence that 

15 corresponds to a ciirren^jW&e setting; and 

a photographic control device that implements control 
on said image -capturing/device and said recording device in 
conformance to the photographing sequence determined by said 
mode setting device and executes photographing, wherein: 

20 said photographic control device executes a 

photographing sequence selected in correspondence to a mode 
given higher priority in conformance to a predetermined 
priority order even if the acceptability selection mode and 
the light emission mode are set overlapping each other through 

25 an external /operation . 
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35. A recording medium having a control program to/6e 
utilized at an image processing apparatus having j^tl image 
selecting function recorded therein, said control program 
comprising: 

an instruction for taking in a plurality of sets of image 
data of a subject obtained through image/ capturing ; 

an instruction for performing acceptability evaluation 
on each of the plurality of sets of i/mage data; and 

an instruction for selecting image data ranked high in 
the acceptability evaluation among/ the image data having 
undergone the acceptability >evaVj/ation . 



36. A data signal embodied in/ p. carrier wave comprising a 
15 control program for use by an fcrna^e processing apparatus having 
an image selecting function, said control program comprising: 
an instruction for takiiig in a plurality of sets of image 
data of a subject obtained/ through image - capturing; 

an instruction for performing acceptability evaluation 
20 on each of the plurality of sets of image data; and 

an instruction f</r selecting image data ranked high in 
the acceptability evaluation among the image data having 
undergone the acceptability evaluation. 
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